
Cahuita  Point 

COSTA Rica’s  Southern Caribbean



Tona ina: a literary character created to tell storIES, 
re-creating local ancestral mythologies in  
The development of a citizenship science 
- Community archaeomythology –
in Costa rica’s Southern caribbean
,  



who  are the  Protagonists  in Today’s Tona Ina 
Story in Cahuita? 

Young scuba divers in a Project born out of the dream 
of afro, Bribri and mestizo youth –

sons and daughters 
of fisherfolk – who wanted to learn 

to relate to the ocean in their own terms   



The COMBINATION of it all, we call: Citizenship science                    
In ouR A B C D PROGRAM: 

“a” is archaeology (UNDERWATER, community)
“B” IS BUCEO (SCUBA DIVING WITH PURPOSE) 

“C” IS CORAL (CONSERVATION) 
“D” DEVELOPMENT OF NEW OPPORTUNITIES 



IN THE EMERGENCE OF THEIR DREAM TO SCUBA DIVE IN THIS INITIATIVE,  THE KEY WORD IS NEW… 
EVERYTHING IN THE PROCESS HAS BEEN NEW,

“NEW” MEANS Designed BY US BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN IN our OWN TERMS! 
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D FOR DEVELOPMENT OF OPPORTUNITIES:   Youth have developed LEADERSHIP AND SKILLS in PUBLIC SPEAKING, SEARCH AND 
RESEARCH, CULTURAL TOURISM,  ACTIVISM IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND CULTURAL PROTECTION, 

CREATING NEW HOLISTIC KNOWLEDGE and ORGANIZING autonomously.               



Training in NAUTICAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY (NAS): 
OPPortunities and  Local  CAPACIties

Sept.18, 2023 



The Glocal context of the search and research



what is the context ?             

 Example of 
Danish FrigATES

Fredericus IV.                                                                           Christianus V.



1710 Danish Slave ships?
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2023 Exploration/excavation/Exhibition
September 11-15, 2023 

find wood and more samples of  bricks  in order to try to finally 
determine the identity of the ships

Under stewardship of Ambassadors of the sea in 
co stewardship with community, invited Danish archaeologists, 

government authorities and observers
WE ACCOMPLISHED THE MISSION!!!!



Tona ina: its foundational story 

2016:  Orally told in our communities 

original public: young scuba divers and high school students that were starting 
a search and research of sunken ships in the Cahuita National Park. 

motivation:  recover and socialize an untold history in a way that includes data, but 
also stories and myths – ancestrally present  - to be told to a society that hardly reads, 
that hardly believes in its youth and that hardly remembers the foundational stories that 
gave origin to their place and dreams in the planet



Who is Tona Ina in this process?
A LITERIARY, ANCESTRAL, MATRIARCHAL CHARACTER, 

BORN OUT OF THE SEA LIGHT 
THAT AFRO DESCENDANTS CLAIM TO HAVE BEEN SEEING FOREVER, 

CLOSE TO THE WRECK SITE IN THE CAHUITA NATIONAL PARK…
I only gave her a name.


