Searchingfor Ancient Ancestressesn ltaly

Luciana Percovich 2024




OldEurope andtaly

A Marija Gimbutascoinedthe term Old Europereferringto
the Neolithic,but we canextendthe term Old Europeat
leastasfar backasto the UpperPalaeolithichecausewve
find similarsymbols tools, materials wall art and burials
In placeghousandsof kilometresapart.

A Ancientltalic Ancestressegacesshowthat the hunter-
gatherersocietiesof the IndigenousPastshareda
common visionasregardasspirituality, behavioural

patterns,valuesand symbolspresentthroughoutthe
Europearcontinent.



Togetherthey representthe alphabetof
knowledge andraluesat the roots of the humarsymbolicworld:
the gift of life, thegift of food rise from balancbetweenhuman and
naturalresourcesbringingforth the promise oabundance

Key words/concepts are:
human worldcontiguity with and dependence amature
(human vulnerability)

strongconnectionbetweenhumanbeingsand thewhole of Nature, o
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circularityof time linkedto the cyclesof life anddeath, to the movements
In the skyand on theearth (cyclicakime)

the search for balance all its forms and thgift of abundances a result
(civilization of the Mothers)



Italy duringand after the lastice Age
(from UpperPleistocendo around12,000yearsago)
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PLEISTOCENE superiore finale
al culmine dell'ultima glaciazione
circa 22 mila anni fa



1. CAVES
FumaneCaveVeneto
60,00025,000Neanderthaland Sapiens

A Theimagecomesfrom the
Aurignacianevelsof GrottaFumane
Veneto.

A Paintedin red ochre,it depicts a
humanfigure with alinearly
developedbody,horizontalarmsand
spreadlegs, two largehornsonthe
triangularheadidentifiedasa mask,
andat navelheighttwo smalllateral
prominences.

A from the rightarm hangssomething,
perhapsafour-leggedanimalor a
ritual object.




- Riparo Dalmeri, Trentino Alto Adige




Puglia
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RomitoCave Calabria
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Addaura Cave




Grottadel Genovesel_evanzoSiciliaUpperPalaeolithic




More details from GenoveseCave




Grotta dei Cervi, Porto Badisco, Puglia, V o IV millennium

Fig. 7. A - La Donna-Pesce del Gruppo 16. B - La scena
di caccia. C - La faccia nella pietra che ospita le pittute del

Gruppo 16. (Graziosi, 1980) 14 . Gruppo 11. B - Il Gruppo

e 12. (Graziosi, 1980)
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2. BURIALS




1.ThesocalledPrinceof AreneCandide
2.the Dame ofCaviglioneLiguria
3. Delig the motherof Ostuni
4. the Womanof Paglicc] Puglia.




Delia,the pregnantwomanof Ostuni
The skeletons of a woman buried between 25,000 and 20,000 yearsago
with the baby shewas carrying were discovered
in the cave of S.Maria d'Agnano (Ostuni, Puglia).
The cave has known various frequentationsover the millennia,becominga
placeof worshipevenin the Christianera.




3. tallan Ancestresses
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3a.ltallanPalaeolithid.adies
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Lady ofSavighanoEmililaRomagna
Lady of Parrano, Umbria




Lozengdigurinesfrom BalziRossi Liguria,
andMal'ta, Siberia
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£ Headgearagain.

Onstatuettesfrom Parabitaand Alimini, LeccePuglia.
Thefacesof Palaeolithistatuettesare alwayscoveredJeaving
no visibledetails




The Pebble of Tolentino,
Marche, Upper Palaeolithic
(about 14.000)

Paintedpebblefrom
Ortucchig[ Q! |j dzA
AbruzzoUpper
Palaeolithic
(13/11.000)

Fig. 1 - ciottolo dipinto da Ortucchio (G. Di Paolo)
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Passali Corvoand Bovino,Puglia
Vimillennium




Gaban %
Satuette

Thestatuette - engraved
on a boneplateand only
7 cm high was foundin
1971at the Gaban
shelter,just above
Trento.

It datesbackto the early
Neolithicperiod between
ViandV millennium




Vicofertile,EmiliaRomagna
Neolithicstatuette foundin afemaleburialfrom
the mid V millennium(SquareMouth Vaseculture).




TheDouble
Goddes®f Piadena
EmiliaRomagna
V millennium




Canne,Puglia, V millennium




