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OldEurope and Italy

ÅMarijaGimbutascoinedthe term OldEuropereferringto 
the Neolithic,but we canextendthe term OldEuropeat
least asfar backasto the UpperPalaeolithic,becausewe
find similarsymbols,tools,materials, wall art and burials
in placesthousandsof kilometresapart.

ÅAncient ItalicAncestressestraces show that the hunter-
gatherersocietiesof the IndigenousPastshareda 
common vision asregardasspirituality,behavioural
patterns,valuesand symbolspresentthroughoutthe
Europeancontinent.



Togetherthey representthe alphabetof 
knowledge and valuesat the roots of the human symbolicworld:

the gift of life, the gift of food rise from balance betweenhuman and 
naturalresources, bringingforth the promise of abundance

Key words/concepts are:
human world contiguity with and dependence on nature 

(human vulnerability)
strong connection betweenhuman beingsand the wholeof Nature 

όǇŜǊƳŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ άƪƛƴƎŘƻƳǎέκǎƘŀƳŀƴƛǎƳύ
circularityof time linkedto the cyclesof life and death, to the movements

in the skyand on the earth (cyclicaltime)
the search for balance in all its forms and the gift of abundance as a result

(civilization of the Mothers) 
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Italyduringand after the lastIceAge
(fromUpperPleistoceneto around12,000yearsago)



1. CAVES
FumaneCave,Veneto

60,000-25,000NeanderthalandSapiens

Å Theimagecomesfrom the
Aurignacianlevelsof GrottaFumane, 
Veneto. 

Å Painted in red ochre, it depicts a 
human figure with a linearly 
developed body, horizontal arms and 
spread legs, two largehornson the
triangularheadidentifiedasa mask,
andat navel height two small lateral 
prominences.

Å from the right arm hangssomething,
perhapsa four-leggedanimalor a
ritual object.



Riparo Dalmeri,Trentino Alto Adige



PaglicciCave1,Puglia



PaglicciCave2



Romito Cave, Calabria 
CaviglioneCave,Liguria



Addaura Cave,Sicilia



GrottadelGenovese,Levanzo,Sicilia,Upper Palaeolithic



More details from GenoveseCave



Grotta dei Cervi, Porto  Badisco, Puglia, VðIV millennium



2. BURIALS



1.Theso calledPrinceof AreneCandide
2. the Dame of Caviglione, Liguria

3. Delia, the mother of Ostuni
4. the Womanof Paglicci, Puglia.



Delia,the pregnantwomanof Ostuni
Theskeletons of a woman buried between 25,000 and 20,000 yearsago

with the baby shewas carrying were discovered

in the caveof S.Maria d'Agnano (Ostuni, Puglia).

Thecavehas known various frequentationsover the millennia,becominga
placeof worshipevenin the Christianera.

Delia, thepregnantwomanof Ostuni



3. ItalianAncestresses



3a. ItalianPalaeolithicLadies



Lady ofSavignano,EmiliaRomagna
Lady of Parrano, Umbria



Lozenge figurines from Balzi Rossi Liguria, 
andMal'ta,Siberia



Headgearsagain.
Onstatuettesfrom ParabitaandAlimini,Lecce,Puglia.

Thefacesof Palaeolithicstatuettesarealwayscovered,leaving 
no visibledetails



The Pebble of Tolentino,

Marche, Upper Palaeolithic

(about 14.000)

Painted pebble from

Ortucchio, [Ω!ǉǳƛƭŀΦ

Abruzzo, Upper

Palaeolithic

(13/11.000)



3b. Neolithicstatuettes



Passo di Corvo and Bovino, Puglia 
VImillennium



Gaban 
Statuette

The statuette - engraved 
on a bone plate and only 
7 cm high - was found in 
1971 at the Gabàn 
shelter,just above 
Trento.

It datesbackto the early
Neolithicperiodbetween
VIandVmillennium



Vicofertile,EmiliaRomagna
Neolithic statuette found in a female burial from 

the mid Vmillennium(SquareMouth Vaseculture).



The Double 
Goddessof Piadena 

EmiliaRomagna
Vmillennium



Canne,Puglia,V millennium


